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Synopsis

This book is a collection of popularly written profiles of some of the leading figures in American
Catholic history. The group includes Archbishop John Carroll, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Orestes
Brownson, Cardinal James Gibbons, Al Smith, Dorothy Day, Cardinal Francis Spellman, President
John F. Kennedy, and others.But this book is more than a historical survey of prominent
personalities.Catholics in America explores the ongoing, often controversial, effort of Catholics to
work out their identity in a secular, and sometimes hostile, society.Taken together, the chapters
pose a fundamental challenge to the conventional wisdom of Catholic Americanist historiography,
which takes cultural assimilation for granted. The oldest question in the history of the Catholic
Church in the United States may be this: "Is it possible to be a good Catholic and a good
American?" This book documents the variety of answers that have been given to date and

demonstrates that the question is timelier now than ever before.
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Customer Reviews

"Intelligence, zeal, fidelity and a sharp critical eye: Russell Shaw excels in these qualities. All of his
skills combine here in these portraits of fifteen key Catholics from our nation’s history that make for
a compelling experience of the tensions that exist between our Christian identity and the powerful
appeal of American secular culture. It offers wonderful help, vividly readable and wise, in
understanding the dilemmas and paradoxes of the Catholic Church in the United States." --Charles
J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop of Philadelphia"Russell Shaw brings into poignant relief the

changes in the American society into which it was once thought possible and desirable for Catholics



to join as fully pledged citizens. We have here a sober book that allows us, belatedly, to examine
our political souls in the light of more eternal things."-- James V. Schall, S.J., Professor Emeritus,
Georgetown University"Shaw investigates the most fundamental question facing Catholics today:
Have we become too accommodating of our country’s politics and culture for our own good? This is
must reading for anyone seeking to figure out how the Catholic community in America must walk
further into the twenty-first century." --Gerard V. Bradley, Ph.D., Professor of Law, University of
Notre Dame"Russell Shaw, one of the very best Catholic writers today, takes the reader back to the
very beginning of Catholicism in the United States and shows its impact on this country." --Fr. C.

John McCloskey, Author, Good News, Bad News

Russell Shaw is a widely published author and journalist who has written over twenty books,
including American Church and Nothing to Hide: Secrecy, Communication, and Communion in the
Catholic Church. For 18 years, Shaw directed media relations for the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops and the United States Catholic Conference. From 1987 to 1997 he oversaw media

relations for the Knights of Columbus.

A quick read, Shaw really dives into the lives of some great American Catholics. Really enjoyed it.

Russell Shaw’s book is excellent for two reasons. First, he provides short, solid and cogent
biographies of fifteen important Catholics from the United States. Many readers may find
themselves wanting to dig further. Moreover, he does so in a way that sheds needed light on
perhaps the central challenge of Catholics in the United States at this time, that is, whether or not or
the degree to which one should assimilate into the surrounding culture. Shaw knows there is no
simple answer to that question, but uses the biographies as a way of showing how famous
Catholics in the past dealt with the issue. Shaw is clearly critical of the assimilationist perspective
without serious qualifications. Readers will find much to ponder as they consider how famous
Catholics in the past dealt with the challenges of maintaining Catholic identity in the midst of the

evolving culture in the United States. Highly recommended!

Ok

Quick service. The book was well written and informative.



Most of the Catholics lauded in the book are familiar to the reader. The common theme approach

renders the exercise both interesting and constructive.

| enjoyed reading this book, especially Al Smith, the Happy Warrior. My grandmother told me about

him when | was a young girl. Maybe there will be a 'sequel’?

Perhaps too brief and concise bios of some of the early Catholic notables. | would have liked to read

more such stories.

great book
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